
CASTRO VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT

ªLeading to preserve the environment 
and promote waste reduction.º

Your Quarterly Resource Guide

Winter  2010  |  Volume 19, Issue 1

Pipeline

Castro Valley Sanitary District
21040 Marshall Street
Castro Valley, CA 94546
510-537-0757 | www.cvsan.org

QUARTERLY CALENDAR
March - May 2010

Compost & Mulch Give-Away
March 12 - 13 at Castro Valley Adult School
Be sure to grab your voucher from your Waste 
Management, Inc. bill for more information and 
to receive your free compost (2 bags or 4 cu. ft. 
loose) and mulch (4 cu. ft. loose).

Earth Day Clean-Up: ªGo Green. CV Clean!º
April 24th - Various Sites in Castro Valley
Help keep Castro Valley beautiful by adopting 
a spot to clean or beautify.  Free lunch for 
participants.  Register online at www.cvsan.org.

Upcoming CVSD Board Meetings:
March 2, April 6, & May 4
Meetings are held the ® rst Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in the District Board Room 
and are open to the public. 

IMPORTANT PHONE 
NUMBERS & WEBSITES

Castro Valley Sanitary District
510-537-0757 (M-F  7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)
510-506-5821 (sewer emergencies after hours)
www.cvsan.org

Waste Management of Alameda County
510-537-5500 (residents)
510-613-8700 (businesses)
www.wm.com

Household Hazardous Waste
800-606-6606
www.household-hazwaste.org

Printed on 100% recycled paper, 50% post-consumer with soy ink by a 
Bay Area Green Business.  Please recycle when ® nished reading.
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Arctostaphylos ‘Howard McMinn’
California native plant photographed
at the Castro Valley Sanitary District
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General Manager's Message OFF TO A GOOD START IN 2010

astro Valley Sanitary District 
welcomes 2010. We are looking 
forward to another year of solid 

waste and wastewater service to the 
community of Castro Valley.  We are o!  
to a good start with the most recent 
edition of the Recycled Art Contest 
Calendar and Annual Report.  We 
hope that you ® nd the calendar use-
ful in your daily lives to keep track 

of important dates including CVSD and Waste 
Management of Alameda County, Inc. holidays, 
important phone numbers, and websites.

We are happy to report that over the past 5 
years, Castro Valley Sanitary District has steadily 
reduced the amount of waste sent to the 
Altamont Land® ll in nearby Livermore.  Since 
2005, the annual tons disposed have decreased 
by approximately 2,000 or more tons per year.  
In 2009, CVSD disposed of 21,381 tons.  That's 
4,700 fewer tons than the 25,088 tons that were 
land® lled in 2008"

On the wastewater front, per State Water Re-
sources Control Board regulations, the District 
will introduce an Ordinance to begin a Dental 
Amalgam Program within the ® rst quarter of 
2010.  The District has had a town hall meeting 

Wastewater 
Tip of the Quarter
CALL CVSD FIRST
& REPORT SEWER EMERGENCIES

ebruary, March, and April can be wet 
months in the District.  Please call 
Castro Valley Sanitary District ® rst if you 

see missing manhole covers, sewage over ̄ow-
ing from manhole covers, or if you 
are having problems with your 
home plumbing to determine
if the cause is in the public 
sanitary sewer system.  CALL 
US FIRST at 510-506-5821 if 
you observe a sewer emergency.

F
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C to obtain input from the dental community.  The 
meeting went very well and we hope to have a work-
able program in place by March.

We are looking for great things in 2010 and we plan 
on doing our part to provide the very best service 
we can to Castro Valley.  Thank you for your contin-
ued interest in the Castro Valley Sanitary District.  

Roland P. Williams, Jr.
General Manager

mpty the pharmaceuticals into one bag, recy-
cle the empty plastic containers in your blue 
recycling cart/w hite bin, and safely dispose 

of your medicines at one of the locations below:

Alameda County Household Hazardous Waste 
facilities located in Hayward, Livermore, and  
Oakland.  For drop-o!  days, hours of operation, 
and directions, visit www.household-hazwaste.org 
or call (800) 606-6606.

Lobby of the Elihu M. Harris State Building         
located at 1515 Clay Street, Oakland, CA. 
A secured, drop-box is available Monday-Friday, 
8:00 a.m.±5:00 p.m.  For more information, con-
tact the o#  ce of State Senator Loni Hancock at 
(510) 286-1333.

·

·

Solid Waste 
Tip of the Quarter
ARE EXPIRED OR UNUSED MEDICINES IN 
YOUR BATHROOM OR KITCHEN?

E
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Business Recycling 
Recognition  
Program
Become a ª4R Starº Business!

 4R BUSINESS.  4R PLANET.

4R 
STAR

ith the new ª4R Business, 4R Planetº 
award program, high-performance 
recyclers can get the recognition 

they deserve for being a company where green 
practices are business as usual.  Businesses earn 
their ® rst Star just by recycling, and can go on to 
collect three more Stars ± one for each category 
of waste reduction.  To be a 4R Star, you need to 
start and maintain at least one activity in each of 
the following categories:
 

Recycle - participate in the commercial        
recycling program
Reuse - a waste reduction activity in which 
the item's original form is retained and         
often re-purposed
Reduce - do something to prevent waste  
from being created in the ® rst place
Rot (or Represent, Replicate, or Reciprocate) 
± participate in the organics composting pro-
gram, serve as a spokesperson, help another 
business, or give back to the community

View the complete guidelines at www.cvsan.org.

·

·

·

·

W Compost cleaning wipes & used 
facial tissue.  Wipes must be 
compostable (paper/tree-based).  
Please note, cotton or fabric wipes 
must be disposed of in the garbage.  
Do not  ̄ush cotton or fabric wipes 
down the toilet, as they may cause a 
sewer back-up.

It's best to compost small amounts 
of cooking oil (in a paper milk or ice 
cream carton).  Small amounts may also 
be placed in a sealed container in the 
garbage.  Take large amounts of cooking 
oil to the Davis Street Transfer Station 
or to a Household Hazardous Waste 
facility (800-606-6606).

Place shredded paper in a paper bag 
to avoid litter problems, then compost 
in the green organics cart/beige bin.  
Please note, shredded paper cannot 
be recycled in the recycling cart/b in 
because the ® bers are too short to be 
made into recycled paper.

How Do I Dispose of This? Part 1

You know that bottles, cans, and paper can be recycled, and that food scraps and food-soiled paper can be 
composted.  But what do you do with those not-so-obvious items such as facial tissue, shredded paper, and 
cooking oil?  Here are some items from our ªFrequently Asked Questionsº list with disposal reminders and tips.

Cleaning wipes & facial tissue

Cooking oil

Shredded paper

Place these items in the
green ORGANICS cart/bei ge bin:

Place foam packaging peanuts in a 
plastic bag to avoid litter problems, 
then toss in the garbage.  Better 
yet, reuse them for your next 
package or take to a mail-house for 
reuse.  Please note, foam plastic 
may not be recycled even though it 
may be labeled as a $6 plastic.

Place incandescent and LED 
light bulbs in the garbage.  Please 
note, ̄ uorescent light bulbs must 
be disposed of at a Household 
Hazardous Waste facility
(800-606-6606).

Place pet feces and litter in 
the garbage.  Exception: feces 
from vegetarian pets (such as 
rabbits, birds, and horses) may be 
composted in the green organics 
cart/beige bin.

Foam plastic (polystyrene)

Incandescent & LED light bulbs

Pet feces & cat litter

Place these items in the
brown GARBAGE cart/green bin:

Please be sure to read the Spring 2010 Pipeline for Part 2 of ªHow Do I Dispose of This?º  



he District is 
required by the 
Regional Water 

Board to initiate a program 
with the dental community 
to maximize proper amal-
gam handling practices.  
Every dental o#  ce is now 

required to follow 
Dental Amalgam Best 
Management Practices 
(BMPs) and install/
maintain an approved 
amalgam separator. As 
proof of compliance, 
the District receives 
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onsider Castro Valley Sanitary District for 
local environmental community service for 
you, your student, or group" The District 

has many opportunities available.  Past volunteers 
have served the community in various recycling and 
waste reduction programs.  Individuals or groups 
are encouraged to visit www.cvsan.org for volunteer   
opportunities or contact us at (510) 537-0757.

Volunteer Opportunities

n late December 
2009, construction 
began on Master 

Plan sewer improve-
ment projects near 
Lake Chabot Road 
and Seven Hills Road.  
The projects include 
the construction of 
two new 12-inch diam-
eter sewers, totaling 
more than 4,400 feet 
in length, and 21 new 
manholes.

These new sewers will 
replace or parallel ex-
isting 6-inch and 8-inch 
diameter sewers.  The 
new sewers will have 
capacity up to four 

Master Plan Sewer Construct ion Update

C T

times larger than exist-
ing sewers to convey 
peak wet weather  ̄ows 
without over ̄ow.  

One new sewer will 
extend along Lake 
Chabot Road from 
Carmel Drive to 
Christensen Lane.  The 
second new sewer will 
be constructed along 
portions of Lake Chabot 
Road, Quail Avenue and 
Walnut Road.

The cost of the project 
is about *1 million and 
construction is expected 
to be completed by mid-
May 2010.

I

self certi® cations from 
dentists and performs 
facility inspections.  
By taking these steps, 
Castro Valley dentists 
will help to reduce the 
amount of mercury dis-
charged into the bay.

Dental Amalgam Program

Plant Debris Banned 
From Land® ll  
Self-hauled plant debris must be clean
www.Land® llBan.org  |  (888) 893-9929

n an e! ort to reduce the amount of waste 
sent to land® ll, the Alameda County Waste 
Management Authority recently enacted a 

law that prohibits the disposal of plant debris in 
land® lls.  When plant debris is self-hauled to an 
Alameda County disposal facility, it must be free 
of garbage/recyclables (check with your facility to 
® nd out if food scraps are accepted) and un-
loaded in designated organics areas.  Plant debris 
includes: grass, leaves, shrubbery, vines, tree 
branches and trimmings (excluding palm trees).

Violators are subject to ® nes of *100, *200 and 
*500 for ® rst, second or additional violations in a 
year, or to penalty surcharges on their dump fees.
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